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Student Free Day – this Friday August 15 
Students will have the day off this Friday, 
as all staff will be attending professional 
development sessions. 
 
Health Awareness 
To help protect the health and safety of 
all our staff and students, especially 
those who are immunocompromised, we 

kindly ask that any student who is feeling unwell 
or showing symptoms of illness remain at home 
until fully recovered. 
We ask that parents in the senior school be 
particularly vigilant, as one of our students is 
currently receiving chemotherapy and is severely 
immune-compromised. 
This precaution helps reduce the risk of spreading 
infections within our school community and 
ensures a safer environment for everyone. 
Thank you for your understanding and 
cooperation. 
 
We want our parents/caregivers/guardians to 
tell us what they think!  
Our school is conducting the annual Parent / 
Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey offered by 
the Department of Education and is seeking your 
feedback. The survey is designed to assist schools 
in gaining an understanding of families’ 
perceptions of school climate, student behaviour, 
and student engagement. The survey is optional, 
but we encourage and appreciate your 
participation. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
CHRIS MALONE DATES TO REMEMBER 

August 
Thursday August 14 
➢ Casual Day – gold coin donation towards Camp 

Quality 
Friday August 15 
➢ Student Free Day 
Monday August 18 
➢ Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey 

Opens 
➢ 9.05am Book Week Annual Dress Up Day 

Parade 
➢ Henny Penny Chickens arrive at school 
➢ Camp Quality Puppet Show 
➢ Netball forms and money due by today 
Friday August 22 
➢ House Athletics Carnival @ Little Athletics Oval, 

Sale (grades 3-6 students) – information at the 
end of this Newsline 

Friday August 29 
➢ Melbourne Stars Cricket Incursion 
 

September 
Wednesday September 10 
➢ Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews – students 

attend school for their interview only 
Friday  September 19 
➢ Last day of term 3 – 2.15pm dismissal 
 

October 
Monday October 6 
➢ First day of term 4 
Wednesday October 15 – Friday October 17 
➢ Senior School Camp 
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Our school will use the survey results to assist in 
identifying areas for improvement and 
professional development needs in the school, to 
target school planning and improvement 
strategies.  
The Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey 
will be open online from Monday 18 August to 
Friday 19 September 2025. 
All families will be invited to participate in the 
survey. 
The link to the survey will be posted on our 
Compass App on Monday. 
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 
minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any 
convenient time on desktop computers, laptops, 
tablets or smartphones.  
The online survey will be available in English and 
10 other languages including Arabic, Greek, Hakha 
Chin, Hindi, Japanese, Punjabi, Simplified Chinese, 
Somali, Turkish, and Vietnamese. Resources are 
also available in additional languages to assist 
parents / caregivers / guardians who speak a 
language other than English at home. Please reach 
out to your child’s teacher, or the school directly 
for survey guides in your language. 
The survey results will be communicated to 
parents/caregivers/guardians through annual 
reporting and to the School Council. 
Last year the sample size collected did not 
unfortunately provide the school with enough 
feedback to make any significant changes. 
Please speak to your child’s teacher if you would 
like more information. 
 
2026 Foundation Enrolments 
Enrolments for 2026 Foundation students are 
open.  Please contact the school office on 
51445545 or email sale.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
to book a school tour. Letters of offer were sent 
home to families last week. 
 

 
Ear Plugs for Taiko 
I am so excited with 
the new influx of 
grade 3 and 4 
students joining the 
taiko group. As we 
now have a large number of 
students, I highly recommend 
students have their own ear plugs. 
Please see the picture attached, as 

they are, by far the best choice as they roll up and 

expand in the ear.  

 

 
Book Week & Annual Dress Up 
Day 
In week 5 of this term, we 
celebrate the Children's Book 
Council of Australia Book Week. 
Our annual dress-up day will be 
held on Monday August 18.  
On this day, students are invited 
to dress up as their favourite book 

character. Although not necessary to follow, the 
theme this year is: “Book an Adventure” (parade 
details can be found further in this Newsline). 
We look forward to seeing all our beloved book 
characters come to life! 
 

 
Helpers are needed to 
assist with our 
Breakfast Club 
program.  If you think 
that you’d be able to 
volunteer some time, or know of 
someone who would like to help,  
please contact myself or leave a 
message with the school office. 

 

 
This Thursday August 14, the Junior School 
Councillors are holding a whole school casual day.  
All students are invited to wear casual clothes and 
bring along a gold coin donation. 
All funds that are raised will be donated to Camp 
Quality.   Camp Quality services and programs help 
families build optimism and resilience through 
community, education and fun.  They are there for 
kids (0-15yrs) dealing with their own cancer 
diagnosis, or the diagnosis of a sibling or parent. 
They do this through puppet programs, hospital 
programs and recreation programs.  Camp Quality 
also provide online services and resources that are 
available 24/7 – whenever and wherever they are 
needed.  Further information can 
be found at Campquality.org.au 
 

MUSICAL NOTES 
PHIL BARTLETT 

BOOK WEEK &  
ANNUAL DRESS UP DAY 

EMMA-LEE ROSS 

BREAKFAST CLUB HELPERS NEEDED 
DEREK HAYMAN 

JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL 
CASUAL DAY FUNDRAISER 
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SPECIAL WEEKLY AWARDS 

Grade Name Reason 

FB Ava  For showing great resilience when faced with a challenge 

FC Savio  For settling into FC so well 

FH Mia  For all the effort she has put into her learning this week 

JS Oliver For always showing our school values and helping all of us in JS 

JN Richie For giving his absolute best in his learning this week 

JF Lexi  For being a respectful and considerate member of JF, and offering help to her 
peers 

JW Anna  
 
Patrick 

For being a kind and considerate member of our classroom and always striving to 
achieve her best when completing her learning 
For the effort he put into writing sentences with similes this week 

MM Caleb  For the persistent effort he is putting into his learning and daily goals 

MO Leesha  For her continuous positive attitude to all aspects of her maths learning 

MC Billi  For making green choices in the classroom to ensure he continuously gave all 
learning a go 

MS Charlotte  For including similes in her story to give her readers a picture in their heads 

SC Judith  
Ethan  

For her application across all learning areas this week 
For this fantastic start to school life at Sale Primary School 

SM Mason For the effort he has put into writing his historical fiction text from the perspective 
of the fire fighter 

SG Darcy  
Eli  

For settling in so well to her new school 
For sharing his outstanding knowledge during our robotics incursion 

SD Jessica  
 
Lincoln 

For her outstanding use of figurative language when writing from the perspective 
of a snake in a bushfire 
For his phenomenal contributions during writing clinics 

SS Josh 
Callum  

For the effort he is putting into improving the quality and depth of his writing 
For his persistence and questioning to understand during maths clinics 

MR 
Bartlett 

Stevie  
Isla  

For displaying our school values in music 
For displaying our school values in music 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Term 3 has started with a bang!  The students have returned with 
enthusiasm to get into, what will be, a very short and busy 9 week term.  
 

The foundation students celebrated 100 days of school and learning which was a lovely 
day. They have been learning to build on their knowledge of 
individual letters and sounds to now decoding words during their 
phonics lessons. When reading the students are learning to 
compare different types of fiction texts by categorising them into 
Realistic v Fairytales. They have also been supported to build their 
comprehension skills through analysing characters, settings and 
plot development. In writing the students are learning ‘pre-
writing’ skills of considering who will be their audience and what 
their purpose is during the ideas generation stage. This has led to 
students working through the writing process and creating a 
‘published’ text.  

 
In reading, our junior students have been exploring 
non-fictions texts and the skill of ‘synthesising’ which 
is putting information from texts together with their 
prior knowledge of the topics to develop deeper 
understanding. They have also practiced the skill of 
‘skimming and scanning’ where they scan the text 
for the important information about a topic. The 
students have been integrating their learning about 
non-fiction texts  into writing where they have been 
creating information texts about animals.  
 
 

In reading, the middle students have been focusing on 
identifying verbs and analysing how they create imagery in 
texts. They have read some lovely mentor texts and have 
become very good at finding the verbs within sentences and 
explaining how they help the reader visual the authors’ ideas. 
When writing the students have been inspired by published 
authors to identify language features such as personification 
and similes and have worked at including these into their own 
narratives.   
 
 

In reading, our senior students are being exposed to a 
variety of multimodal texts this term. By using these 
different types of texts, the students have been learning 
how to identify different features such as character 
motivation, music selection/impact, and camera angles to 
represent different perspectives. The students and 
teachers have been highly motivated to learn more about 
how film makers tell stories. In writing the students took 
their learnings from the multimodal texts and were 
inspired to write from different perspectives. The students 
are now applying these skills to writing historical fiction 
where they have been using mentor texts by Jackie French. 

SPOTLIGHT ON TEACHING & LEARNING 
KIMLEY LAMBOURN 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 



 
 

 

 

 
Three 

teams were 
selected to 
represent 

545 at the 
first round of SSV basketball.  
All teams did really well, 
improving with every game 
and made us proud how they 
represented our school!  
The boys’ team finished 3rd, 
the girls’ team finished 4th 
and mixed team finished 3rd 
or 4th. 
A great day was had by all! 
Thank you also to the parents 
who came along and scored. 
Team members: Evie, 
Scarlett, Ava, Milla, Kassi, 
Lexi, Holly, Jessika, Charli, 
Lincoln, Will, Boston , Felix , 
Michael, Xavier, Harry, Kash, 
Archer, Fletcher  
(absent from the team picture are Lottey, Stella and Tucker). 

 
 
 

SSV GRADES 5 & 6 BASKETBALL 
EMMA-LEE ROSS 

BOOK WEEK PARADE DETAILS 
 
The Book Week parade will be held next 
Monday morning at 9.05am (weather 
permitting). 
Students will parade in their House groups 
in the following locations: 
Carpenter: The basketball court 
Loughnan: Synthetic Grass (the hills) 
Ruff:  in front of the office building  
Schultz: The shade sails area at the front of 
JS and JB. 
Parents and carers are most welcome to 
come along to watch the parades. 
(please note that if the weather is unkind 
the parades will not go ahead – a message 
will go out on Compass if this is the case. 



 

 
This term the juniors are looking into coding. They have 
started the term with simple code using the Cubetto 
Robots which simply focus on the students 

understanding directions. They input commands into the robots such as 
forward, left, right and backwards. They also use loop commands and if statements to complete their tasks. They 
have loved looking at the different maps associated with Cubetto and reading the stories that go with each 
adventure map. In the next part of our coding sessions, we will move on to using BBC Microbits and the Make 
Code website. Students will begin exploring how to use the block code that is associated with the microbic and 
spend several weeks familiarising themselves with the Makecode console. They will learn how to code a microbit 
and then after a few weeks, learn how to connect the Microbit to their laptops and download their code. This is 
typically a lot of fun as the students get to make flashing hearts, smiley faces and create a few small games using 
them Microbit processor.  
If you want to start familiarising your child with the Make Code  website, it is free and there are plenty of tutorials 
they can do without the actual Microbit. The console allows for the code to be run within it so they can see 
whether they have  managed to get the code correct or not. The website is https://makecode.microbit.org/ If 
your child feels anxious about this sort of work, feel free to contact me or use the website to help them become 
more comfortable before we start. 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY IN  
THE JUNIOR SCHOOL 

DAVE HALL, ICT 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmakecode.microbit.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSimone.Morris%40education.vic.gov.au%7C52b0455454ad496564b708ddd865afce%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638904653740736738%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bkTk71eDgrlfTnfoxj9BWiF7v%2BDJU2KvdEGnoB%2FVTis%3D&reserved=0


 
Last week, our grades 5 and 6 students were thrilled to 
take part in the Tickle My Droid robotics and coding 
incursion. Using Sphero robots, they took on the 

challenge of a simulated ‘trip to Mars’, coding their rovers to navigate 
craters, dodge obstacles, and reach their Mars base safely. 
Students worked in teams to design, test, and refine their code, showing creativity, perseverance, and problem-
solving skills. There were plenty of cheers (and a few laughs) as rovers sped across the Martian surface — 
sometimes veering off course before being reprogrammed for another attempt.  A big thank you to the Tickle 
My Droid team for giving our senior students a fun and engaging opportunity to see how coding and robotics 
can take them to exciting new places — even outer space! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SENIOR STUDENTS CODE THEIR 
WAY TO MARS  

TICKLE MY DROID INCURSION 
ROD SMITH, SCIENCE 



 

 
 
 
Foundation students have been creating the infamous caterpillar by 
Eric Carle  everyone knows and loves. Firstly, they watched the short 
animated film version and we discussed the differences between the 
story book and film. Next, students painted the 3 papers adding 

texture to the green one. The following week they used a template to trace 
and cut the body and head then carefully overlapped and glued all the 
parts. Antennae, face and legs were added.  
Middle students are halfway through their unit on Shaun Tan’s “creatures”. 
Australian Shaun Tan is a renowned author, illustrator and film maker. 
Students looked at and discussed Shaun’s different creature artworks and 
watched a video of Shaun drawing one of his creatures while he described 
the process. Middles then drew and annotated their own made up 
creature. The next step was creating a 3D form of their creature with 
plastiplay, adding pieces like beads, feathers and sticks. The final stage will 
be working in groups or pairs to create a short story with their characters 

using the Stop Motion animation app on IPads.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

ART ROOM NEWS 
LOU COOPER, ART 



Student absence notification 
Compass app OR sale.ps@education.vic.gov.au OR 

Phone call to school office 
***** 

Whole School Assembly 3.00pm every Friday 
***** 

School Uniform available from 
JSM, Macarthur Street, Sale 

***** 
School Supervision – students are supervised 

between the hours of 8.45am and 3.30pm 
***** 

Second Hand Uniform Sales  
at the school office 
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